
A charter school is a different kind of public school.   

Publicly funded and open to all students with no 

admission testing or screening, each school has a 

charter, or performance contract, detailing its pro-

gram, goals and methods of assessment.  This   

charter creates a choice in 

educational experience for the 

members of the community. 

For parents, itõs about      

creating new opportunities for 

their children and actively  

participating in the governance 

of their childrenõs schools.  Itõs 

about ensuring choices and 

quality education for all families, regardless of   

income or place of residence. 

For teachers, itõs about the freedom to be better.  

Entrepreneurial, innovative teachers are           

empowered by the freedom to try new learning 

methods and ideas.  It is being part of the exciting 

research and development sector of American  

public education. 

For students, itõs about a second chance, a smaller 

school, more personal attention, a better fit, or a 

passion for a particular subject.  It is about the joy 

of learning. 

For the community , itõs 

about strengthening schools 

and neighborhoods, working 

together for quality schools 

and holding them accountable.  

It is about partnership with 

business, nonprofits and   

community organizations to 

help children reach their full 

potential.* 

Some things that make the Chesapeake  

Public Charter school special are our small 

size, our focus on arts integration and the 

environment, our many field studies, our 

hands-on project -based approach, our whole 

child perspective, and our modified calendar.  

The Chesapeake Charter School 

Alliance and the Chesapeake 

Public Charter School thank you 

very much for your past support 

of and interest in CPCS!  We 

could not have gotten the school 

up and running without our   

supporters like you, and we 

greatly appreciate it. 

Educating our communityõs   

children is one of the most   

important things we can do, and 

choice in education is a crucial 

component in creating life-long 

learners and well-rounded    

individuals.  It is through the 

support of good friends and  

community members like you 

that we have been able to sustain 

this educational opportunity for 

all families in St. Maryõs County.  

We value your faithful support of 

this worthwhile project!! 

Read on to see all the     

wonderful things you helped 

CPCS accomplish!  
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*From www.mdcharternetwork.org, adapted 

from The Charter School Experience 

Mural painted by 

CPCS students, staff, 

parents and commu-

nity members. 
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In the Robotics 

Elective offered at 

CPCS, students 

focused on 

creating robots to 

fix an 

environmental 

problem in the 

Chesapeake 

Bay. 

Kindergarteners 

working in the CPCS 

garden  

Engineering Challenges 

Community Service 

Go Green! 
At the CPCS community 

gathering on Earth Day, 

Ms. Funya announced that 

CPCS was awarded Green 

School Status by the   

Maryland Association for 

Environmental and      

Outdoor Education!! 

MAEOE (www.maeoe.org)  

describes The Maryland 

Green Schools Awards     

Program as òa holistic, inte-

grated approach to authentic 

learning that incorporates local 

environmental issue          

investigation and professional 

development with environ-

mental best management  

practices and community        

stewardship.ó   

The CPCS Green School 

Committee led by             

Kindergarten paraeducator 

Joanne Clapp has worked for 

the past two years to compile 

a portfolio of our ògreenó 

activities and practices.  Some 

of these include the organic 

garden, the meadow, the   

recycling program, the geo-

thermal heating unit and the 

white reflective roof.  All the 

hard work of the green team 

paid off! 

At CPCS, giving back to our 

community is important.  In 

addition to placing first in the 

Cans for Humanity challenge, 

CPCS students participated in 

several other service projects 

this year.  Funds or supplies 

were raised for:  

 

 

 American Heart  

        Association 

American Cancer  

        Society  

Habitat For Humanity 

A local soup kitchen 

March of Dimes  

       Read-A-Thon 

 

 

Teachers Kim 

Weaver and Sona 

Bonds took teams 

of 1st and 2nd grade students 

to  participate in the Maryland 

Safe Racer (Eggbert) Engineer-

ing Challenge.  In Division I, 

1st, 2nd and 3rd places went 

to CPCS teams, and a CPCS 

team won the 

longest distance 

trophy.  

The 4th graders under Molly 

Kilcoyne participated in the 

Maryland Theme Park Engi-

neering Challenge, and one of 

our teams won 2nd place.  

CPCS enjoyed many 

accolades this year in 

engineering.  Three 

6th grade teams 

from CPCS under 

teacher John Cook 

entered the state 

middle school 

Hovercraft   

Engineering Chal-

lenge, and they 

won 1st, 2nd and 

3rd places!! 

The CPCS 

student 

body col-

lected 636 

pounds of 

cans for 

Habitat for 

Humanity.  

C H A R T E R  N E W S  

Joanne Clapp, the 

òQueen of Greenó with 

Education Director    

Angela Funya 

Eggbert winners 

Div. I 

A lucky volun-

teer riding on a 

hovercraft built 

by 6th graders 


