Great MillsHigh School Standard & College Merit Summer Reading Assignments
Summer 2009 1%grade

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students:

The purpose of the county-wide summer reading assegt is to broaden students’ literary backgrounds,
increase reading skills, and enrich vocabularied,faster the love of reading. Attached to thiteleare the
following: the summer assignment correspondintpéostudent’s 2009-10 grade level, a high-interegtade-
appropriate reading list, and a sample reading fayents and students should investigate andstigshe book
options together in order to make appropriate @wmidetailed descriptions of high-interest boold this

summer assignment can be found on the school veelbsip://schools.smcps.org/gmhs/summer-assignments

or at the county website (http://www.smcps.ordarents who are interested in knowing more atheau

content or theme of any of these books can alsbddditional information at http://www.amazon.com

http://www.ala.org

All students enrolled in a College Merit (CM) o@8tlard (S) English class for the 2009-10 schoal yesy
choose a Level 1, 2, or 3 assignment that bes ghetr interests and abilitieldonors (H) or Advanced
Placement (AP) summer assignmeantsseparate from this assignment and will be assigned a graekease
refer to GMHS’ website for additional informatiobaut the Honors and AP assignments at

http://schools.smcps.org/gmhs/summer-assignments

In August, students will engage in follow-up adiies (i.e. small group discussions and/or oral gmeions)
connected to the summer reading assignments, aadtives will be awarded for these activitiesydti have
any questions about the summer reading assignnieatd$tee to contact one of the school represemetst

listed below. Happy reading!!

Sincerely,

Tracey Heibel, Marian Steinbach Karin DuBois

Great Mills High School Principal Academic Dean English Department Chairperson
tlheibel@smcps.org mrsteinbach@smcps.org krdubois@smcps.org




Great MillsHigh School

Level 1: ReadONE books from the self-selected reading list for ygrade. Complete a * summer reading journal tetegta each book.
Level 22 ReadONE of the school-approved books aB8IE book from the self selection reading list for yguade. Complete a * summer reading journal teregtateach book.
Level 3: ReadONE of the school-approved books ai@/O books from the self selection reading list for ygtade. Complete a * summer reading journal tetagtar each book.
Summer Assignment School-approved Books
All S_& CM stqdents: Choose a Ieyel 1, 2, or 3 assignment & completeraing to the Standard & College Merit Nove Titles:
O | requirements listed at the top of this chart.
8 The Chocolate WaRobert Cormier
@ | Honors: Seeassignment @ (http://schools.smcps.org/gmhs/summer-assigrentamtthe The Lord of the FligsWilliam Golding
— following books: A Parrot in the OvenVictor Martinez
O Lord of the Fli .W'II' Goldi The Bean Tree8arbara Kingsolver
ora of the |es. ) fiam 0 ”_19 River, Cross my HearBreena Clark
A Tale of Two CitiesCharles Dickens Make LemonadeVirginia Euwer Wolff
All S& CM students Choose a level 1, 2, or 3 assignment & completeraing to the Standard & College Merit Novel Titles:
o | requirements listed at the top of this chart.
— Don Quixote Miguel Cervantes
Q© | Honors: Seeassignment @ (http:/schools.smcps.org/gmhs/summer-assigrntentthe The Joy Luck ClubAmy Tan _
_% following books: All Quiet on the Western FrarErich Maria Remarque
= | Siddhartha H X H Ordinary PeopleJudith Guest
(@) : . artha erma_m esse Shizuko’s DaughteiKyoto Mora
JU|IUS CaeS&,rWI"Iam Shakespeare Grass DancerSusan Powers
All S& CM students Choose a level 1, 2, or 3 assignment & completeraing to the Standard & College Merit Novd Titles:
requirements listed at the top of this chart.
The JungleUpton Sinclair
— | AP: Seeassignment @ (http://schools.smcps.org/gmhs/summer-assigrentenmithe following Cold Mountain Charles Frazier
Q books: All the Pretty HorsesCormack McCarthy
o) e . Fallen AngelsWalter Dean Myers
E Writing DO\{VH the_Bo_nesNatahe Goldberg The Great GatshyScott Fitzgerald
0 One Writer's BeginningsEudora Welty Moby Dick Herman Melville
On Writing Stephen King
The Writing Life Annie Dillard
All S_& CM stgdents Choose a Iev_el 1, 2, or 3 assignment & completeraing to the Standard & College Merit Novel Titles:
requirements listed at the top of this chart.
Alias Grace Margaret Atwood
N | AP: Seeassgnment @ (http://schools.smcps.org/gmhs/summer-assigrententthe following Chocolat Joanne Harris _
books: Girl with the Pearl Earring Tracey Chevalier
) RS o . . . Grende] John Gardner
© Pride and PrejudiceJane Austin (choose arfehese titles) Heart of DarknessJoseph Conrad
E The Picture of Dorian GrayOscar Wilde *(choose ore these titles) Pride and Preiudic Janpe Austen
©) Brave New WorldAldous Huxley *(choose onéthese titles) : Judice u
One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nekien Kesey *(choose orw these titles)
The Bluest Ey€eloni Morrison *(choose oofkethese titles)
Crime & PunishmentFyodor Dostoevsky *(required selection)

How to Read Lit. Like a Profess@momas C. Fosten(reguired selection)

* Summer Reading Journal Templatefor S& CM Students:

record the date, minutes read, artdain a parent signature for
each entry




*Summer Reading Journal Template*

Name:

Title: by

Directions. For each book you read, you must complete a minimum of:
5 (five) “Reader’s Log” entries
3 (three) “Reader’s Response” entries *(use tetafdalow)

Reader’s Log:

Date Pages read Parent Signature

Reader’s Response Entries:

Page (s) | Passage/excerpt from the book Significahttee passage/Your reaction to the passage




High-interest Books « Grade 12
Standard = College Merit English Students

*these ar e suggested titlesonly; students are encouraged to read any work of literature of their choice over the summer and completethe Level 1, 2, or 3 assignment.

Level 1: ReadONE books from the self-selected reading list for ygrade. Complete a * Summer Reading Journal Teefa each book.

Level 22 ReadONE of the school-approved books aB8lE book from the self selection reading list for yguade. Complete a * Summer Reading Journal
Template for each book.

Level 3: ReadONE of the school-approved books ah@/O books from the self selection reading list for ygrade. Complete a Summer Reading Journal
Template for each book.

A Prayer for Owen Meanlyy John Irving

Alias Graceby Margaret Atwood

Angels and Demortsy Dan Brown

Behind the Masky Jane Resh Thomas

Child of the Dark Propheclpy T.A. Barron

Chronicle of a Death Foretoldy Gabriel Garcia Marquez
Daughter of Fortundvy Isabella Allende

Daughter of Timdy Josephine Tey

East of Ederby John Steinbeck

Emmaby Jane Austen

No Country for Old Mety Cormack McCarthy

Reviving Ophelidy Mary Pipher, Ph.D.

Rule of Fourby lan Caldwell and Dustin Thomason
Romaby Steven Saylor

Shadow of the Winly Carlos Ruiz Zafon

Sophie’s Choicéy William Styron

The Book of Lost Thindsy John Connelly

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the NighttimeMark Haddon
The Innocent Maby John Grisham

The Kite Runneby Khaled Hosseini

The Last Lecturdy Randy Pausch

The Great Santintby Pat Conroy

The Once and Future Kirngy T.H.White

The Hosty Stephenie Meyer

The Other Boleyn Gitby Philippa Gregory

The Shipping Newsy Annie Proulx

The Tenth Circldy Jodi Picoult

The Time Traveler's Wifey Audry Niffenegger
Wickedby Gregory Maguire

Zen and the Art of Motorcycle MaintenartngRobert Pirsig



High-interest Booksfor 12" Grade Standard & College Merit English Students

lIA Prayer for Owen Meanlyy John Irving

Diminutive Owen Meaney, the social outcast with hingh, pinched voice, has an enormous influenchkisn
friend Johnny Wheelwright--not least because tHg baseball Owen ever hits causes the death ofnjihin
mother. But as Johnny claims, "Owen gave me mae kie ever took from me. . . . What did he evertkay
wasn't right?" Spookily prescient, convinced thaidian instrument of God, Owen intimidates chiid adult
alike. Why Johnny "is a Christian because of Owerahey" is the novel's central mystery but not iy one:
Who, for instance, was Johnny's father?

L0 INSIDEL

: Alias Graceby Margaret Atwood

In 1843, a 16-year-old Canadian housemaid namecdeQGviarks was tried for the murder of her employet a
his mistress. The sensationalistic trial made heeaslithroughout the world, and the jury delivereguidty
verdict. Yet opinion remained fiercely divided abMarks--was she a spurned woman who had takeheyut
rage on two innocent victims, or was she an ungllictim herself, caught up in a crime she wasytmang to
understand? Such doubts persuaded the judges towenher sentence to life imprisonment, and Maplents
the next 30 years in an assortment of jails antuass; where she was often exhibited as a starcctitira

L0k INSIDEL

: Angels and Demortsy Dan Brown

When world renowned Harvard symbologist Robert ldorgis summoned to a Swiss research facility to
analyze a mysterious symbol -- seared into thetafesmurdered physicist -- he discovers eviderfdbe
unimaginable: the resurgence of an ancient seooétdrhood known as the Illuminati... Embarkingeofiantic
hunt through sealed crypts, dangerous catacombsrtdd cathedrals, and even to the heart of thé mos
secretive vault on earth, Langdon and Vetra follod00-year old trail of ancient symbols that sna@ess
Rome toward the long-forgotten llluminati lair..secret location that contains the only hope faicéa
salvation.



LOOHK INSIDEI
: ——y

a Behind the Masky Jane Resh Thomas

Ellzabeth I impressed herself more vividly in themory of the world than any other monarch in trstdny of
England. She successfully established and maadgower while refusing to bow to the wishes ofthawho
believed no woman was fit to occupy the Englislotier This book shatters the myths that surrourzhith |
and allows readers an unprecedented view of themgag a human being.

LOGH INSIDEL
e =

T Child of the Dark Prophecly T.A. Barron

The fate of Avalon rests in the hands of three eopamwyn, Elli, and Scree; however, one of therhe
true heir of Merlin and the only one who can sawvalan, and one of them is the child of the DarkgdPexy,
the person chosen to destroy it.

(K INSIDE!

e

(L@ Chronicle of a Death Foretoldy Gabriel Garcia Marquez
This investigation of an ancient murder takes @ndghality of a hallucinatory exploration, a deeg gnoping
search into the gathering darkness of human imesftior a truth that continually slithers away.

“  Daughter of Fortundy Isabella Allende

An orphan raised in Valparaiso, Chile, by a Viaarspinster and her rigid brother, young, vivacigliza
Sommers follows her lover to California during tBeld Rush of 1849. She enters a rough-and-tumbi&wo
whose newly arrived inhabitants are driven maddiyg fever. With the help of her good friend andisga\vhe
Chinese doctor Tao Chi'en, Eliza moves freely soeiety of single men and prostitutes, creating an
unconventional but independent life for herselfe loung Chilean's search for her elusive lover gy turns
into another kind of journey, and by the time ghalfy hears news of him, Eliza must decide whothgs love
really is.



~~~~~~~~~ LD aughter of Timdy Josephine Tey

Josephine Tey is often referred to as the mystetgmfor people who don't like mysteries. Her kskdt
character development and mood setting, and hdetey to focus on themes not usually touched ugon b
mystery writers, have earned her a vast and agtreeiaudience. IDaughter of TimegTey focuses on the
legend of Richard IllI, the evil hunchback of Biitisistory accused of murdering his young nephewslé/at a
London hospital recuperating from a fall, Inspedtan Grant becomes fascinated by a portrait ofgKin
Richard. A student of human faces, Grant canna¢elthat the man in the picture would kill his own
nephews. With an American researcher's help, Glaies into his country's history to discover bt kind
of man Richard Plantagenet was and wally killed the little princes.

LOWCHE INSIEE]

East of Ederby John Steinbeck
Steinbeck probes the psyche of two brothers aridlifeelong conflicts. This classic novel has ldal
parallels and is layered with symbolism that resedi&ruths about the human condition.

»

i:ﬁ

r""l—; Emmaby Jane Austen
Emmais the story of the eponymous Miss Woodhouse \Wwhuing lost her close companion Anne Taylor to
marriage, sets out on an ill-fated career of maetking in the town of Highbury. Taking as her sebjbe
pretty but dreary Harriet Smith, she manages teseansunderstandings with every new tactic she @yspl
Though precious and spoilt, Emma is charming tataund her and so it takes her some time to learn
lesson and profit from spending less time worryabgut how other people should live their lives.

LK INSIDE]
p————

No Country for Old Metvy Cormack McCarthy

A mesmerizing modern-day western set in southwesa3. Lleweyn Moss, hunting antelope near the Rio
Grande, stumbles across several dead men, a btihehoin, and 2.4 million dollars. The bulk of thevel is a
gripping man-on-the run sequence.



z Reviving Ophelidy Mary Pipher, Ph.D.

In Reviving OpheliaDr. Mary Pipher takes the reader through rivetingounts of the trials, successes, and
losses experienced by adolescent girls. A clirpsgchologist who has treated girls for more thalyedrs,
Pipher describes the therapeutic process througthwihese accounts unfold. More importantly, shedrour
attention to what adolescent girls of our time hewsay about their relationships, their lives, #mr futures.

LEDK INSIDE
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| Rule of Fourby lan Caldwell and Dustin Thomason

Caldwell and Thomason's intriguing intellectualrsse novel stars four brainy roommates at Princéim
of whom have links to a mysterious 15th-century nsanipt, theHypnerotomachia PoliphiliThis rare text (a
real book) contains embedded codes revealing taitm of a buried Roman treasure. The four ser@m@s
Tom Sullivan, Paul Harris, Charlie Freeman andRaihkin. Tom, the narrator, is the son of a Renasa
scholar who spent his life studying the ancientiydan encyclopedia masquerading as a novel, ardaon
on everything from architecture to zoology." Thenuscript is also an endless source of fascinatoiul,
who sees it as "a siren, a fetching song on ardisteore, all claws and clutches in person. Youtdoer at
your risk."

LK INSIDE]

. . Romaby Steven Saylor
Romais a sprawling novel that uses two families totted history of Rome from its beginnings in 10@Bas a
stop on the salt trade to the founding of the eepir



LK INBID?

Shadow of the Winldy Carlos Ruiz Zafon

The time is the 1950s; the place, Barcelona. D&eehpere, the son of a widowed bookstore ownég is
when he discovers a novel, The Shadow of the Wipdiulian Carax. The novel is rare, the author oles@nd
rumors tell of a horribly disfigured man who hagibéurning every copy he can find of Carax's novéle
man calls himself Lain Coubert-the name of the ldevine of Carax's novels. As he grows up, Dasiel'
fascination with the mysterious Carax links himatblind femme fatale with a "porcelain gaze," ClBeacel?;
another fan, a leftist jack-of-all-trades, Fermioniero de Torres; his best friend's sister, thectiztde Beatriz
Aguilar; and, as he begins investigating the lrid death of Carax, a cast of characters with setodtide.
Officially, Carax's dead body was dumped in anyale1936. But discrepancies in this story surface.
Meanwhile, Daniel and Fermin are being harried bgdistic policeman, Carax's childhood friend. As@l's
guest continues, frightening parallels betweerohin life and Carax's begin to emerge.

ati Sophie’s Choicey William Styron

Stingo has been fired from his low-level readatsat the publisher McGraw Hill and has moved mttheap
apartment building in Brooklyn, where he hopesduoade some months to his writing. While he is wogkon
his novel, he is drawn into the lives of the lovlieghan Landau and Sophie Zawistowska, fellow irtaats of
the building, who are involved in an intense arfélalilt relationship. Sophie is a beautiful, Pol€latholic
survivor of the concentration camps of World Warald Nathan is a Jewish-American - and, purpoyted!
genius.

LOOK INSIDE]

The Book of Lost Thindgsy John Connelly

David is thrust into a realm where eternal stoaied fairy tales assume an often gruesome realitgk8are the
magic that speak to David, whose mother has didaeagtart of WWII after a long debilitating illreHis
father remarries, and soon his stepmother is pregmigh yet another interloper who will threatenuitis place
in his father's life. When a portal to another warpens in time-honored fashion, David enters d t#rbeasts
and monsters where he must undertake a questsftheearn his way back out.



LK INSIDEI
: %

= The Curious Incident of the Dog in the NighttieMark Haddon

This mystery story is told in the first person bySyear-old boy with Asperger's Syndrome (which is
essentially high-functioning autism) whose obses$ies with mathematics. Christopher Boone is a
mathematical savant, able to understand and cceatplex mathematical arguments with utmost easeudin
he is completely devoid of the ability to recognmenan emotions, to comprehend metaphors, or fiter
overwhelming sensory cacophony of the everydaydy@&hristopher sets out on a difficult journey,wit
mathematics serving as the only stable unchangicgf in his crumbling world.

JOHN
GRISHAM

THE
[MMOCENT
MAN

: The Innocent Maiby John Grisham

In the major league draft of 1971, the first plagleosen from the State of Oklahoma was Ron Willams
When he signed with the Oakland A’s, he said goedbyhis hometown of Ada and left to pursue hisdre
of big league glory. Six years later he was batkdheams broken by a bad arm and bad habits—dgnki
drugs, and women. He began to show signs of miimiess. Unable to keep a job, he moved in withrhather
and slept twenty hours a day on her sofa. In 1882,-year-old cocktail waitress in Ada named D&wa
Carter was raped and murdered, and for five yéarpolice could not solve the crime. For reasoaswere
never clear, they suspected Ron Williamson andrieisd Dennis Fritz. The two were finally arresiadl987
and charged with capital murder.

Ml The Kite Runneby Khaled Hosseini

The Kite Runnefollows the story of Amir, the privileged son ofxealthy businessman in Kabul, and Hassan,
the son of Amir's father's servant. As childrethia relatively stable Afghanistan of the early 18 #@e boys

are inseparable. They spend idyllic days runningskand telling stories of mystical places and pawe
warriors until an unspeakable event changes theeat their relationship forever, and eventuabynents

their bond in ways neither boy could have ever oted. Even after Amir and his father flee to AnsariAmir
remains haunted by his cowardly actions and distypykn part, it is these demons and the sometimes
impossible quest for forgiveness that bring himikdachis war-torn native land after it comes un@aliban

rule.
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(MO INSIGE]
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The Last Lecturéy Randy Pausch

When Randy Pausch, a computer science profes<oamregie Mellon, was asked to give such a lechee,
didn’t have time to imagine it as his last, sineehad recently been diagnosed with terminal canBet.eh
lecture he gave-“Really Achieving your Chiildhoode2ms” wasn't about dying, but it was about the
importance of overcoming obstacles, of enablingditeams of others, and of seizing every moment.

NSIDE
—y

= The Great Santinby Pat Conroy

Step |nto the powerhouse life of Bull Meecham. HdlsViarine-fighter pilot, king of the clouds, aatisolute
ruler of his family. Lillian is his wife—beautifusouthern-bred, with a core of velvet steel. Withoer cool
head, her kids would be in real trouble. Ben isdlaest, a born athlete who’s best never satigfiedig man.
Ben’s got to stand up, even fight back, againsttlagr who doesn’t give in—not to his men, not ®ife, and
certainly not to his son.

LK |N5|DEI

b anbiire

The Once and Future Kingy T.H.White

The whole world knows and loves this book. It is thagical epic of King Arthur and his shining Caotebf
Merlin and Owl and Guinevere; of beasts who talé aren who fly, of wizardry and war. It is the baaikall
things lost and wonderful and sad. It is the faptaasterpiece by which all others are judged.

LMK INBIL?E|
h,‘."

The Hostby Stephenie Meyer
In this tantalizing SF thriller, planet-hopping psites are inserting their silvery centipede seineshuman
brains, curing cancer, eliminating war and turridagth into paradise. But some people want Earthk,baarts
and all, especially Melanie Stryder, who refusesuwender, even after being captured in Chicaglo an
becoming a host for a soul called Wanderer. Melases her surviving brain cells to persuade Wandere
help search for her loved ones in the Arizona de®énen the pair find Melanie's brother and herfbegd in a
hidden rebel cell led by her uncle, Wanderer igrsit hated. Once the rebels accept Wanderer, wihesndub
Wanda, Wanda's whole perspective on humanity clsange

11



CHHE INSIDE]
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HEEE The Other Boleyn Gitby Philippa Gregory

Sisterly rivalry is the basis of this fresh, worfdéy vivid retelling of the story of Anne Boley#nne, her
sister Mary and their brother George are all broughhe king's court at a young age, as playetiseir uncle's
plans to advance the family's fortunes. Mary, teet, blond sister, wins King Henry VIII's favor e she is
barely 14 and already married to one of his corgti€heir affair lasts several years, and she gi@awy a
daughter and a son. But her dark, clever, schesigtgr, Anne, insinuates herself into Henry's gsastyling
herself as his adviser and confidant. Soon sheatisp Mary as his lover and begins her machinatmnisl
him of his wife, Katherine of Aragon. This is orthe beginning of the intrigue that Gregory so hndi
chronicles, capturing beautifully the mingled hatel nearly incestuous love Anne, Mary and Georkja @énd
enemies all at once") feel for each other anddherteir family's ambition takes on them.

LT
PEEE]

==
The Shipping Newlsy Annie Proulx
In this touching and atmospheric novel set amordithermen of Newfoundland, Proulx tells the stofry
Quoyle. From all outward appearances, Quoyle has garough his first 36 years on earth as a bigusgh of
a loser. He's not attractive, he's not brilliantity or talented, and he's not the kind of peratmo typically
assumes the central position in a novel. But Protgates a simple and compelling tale of Quoyle's
psychological and spiritual growth. Along the waag get to look in on the maritime beauty of whatrigbably
a disappearing way of life.

LOOE INE-:IL?'E|
—

mesaste8  The Tenth Circldy Jodi Picoult

Trixie Stone is an imaginative, perceptive 14 yadrwhose life begins to unravel when Jason Undlerhi
Bethel High's star hockey player, breaks up with leaving a void that can only be filled by thedd spilled
during shameful self-mutilations in the girls' bathm. While Trixie's dad Daniel notices his daugbteecent
change in demeanor, he turns a blind eye, juse @ohs to the obvious affair his wife Laura, aems
professor, is barely trying to conceal. When Trigéts raped at a friend's party, Daniel and Latedaced to
deal not only with the consequences of their daarghphysical and emotional trauma, but with toain
transgressions as well. For Daniel, that meaneatifig on a childhood spent as the only white kid native
Alaskan village, where isolation and lonelinessiéa him into a recluse, only to be born again dé#ing in
love with his wife. Laura, who blames her familylsraveling on her selfish affair, must decide how t
reconcile her personal desires with her loved amesds.
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LK INSIDE]
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%~ The Time Traveler's Wifiey Audry Niffenegger

A dazzling novel in the most untraditional fashitms is the remarkable story of Henry DeTambldashing,
adventuresome librarian who travels involuntarigough time, and Clare Abshire, an artist whosethkes a
natural sequential course. Henry and Clare's paastgdove affair endures across a sea of time aptlies the
two lovers in an impossibly romantic trap, andgiAudrey Niffenegger's cinematic storytelling thakes the
novel's unconventional chronology so vibrantlyrmphant. An enchanting debut and a spellbindingdéfate
and belief in the bonds of love, The Time Travsl&Yife is destined to captivate readers for yearotne.

Wickedby Gregory Maguire

In Maguire's Oz, Elphaba, better known as the Wddkétch of the West, is not wicked; nor is she arfally
schooled witch. Instead, she's an insecure, unfatély green Munchkinlander who's willing to takelical
steps to unseat the tyrannical Wizard of Oz. Usimgppropriately brusque voice for the always bkiphaba,
McDonough relates her tumultuous childhood (spatit an alcoholic mother and a minister father) apd-
opening school years (when she befriends her rodaeyr@inda.

Lo INSIDEL

o

Zen and the Art of Motorcycle MaintenarmgRobert Pirsig

Arguable one of the most profoundly important essawer written on the nature and significance oildy,”
it is set as a story of a cross-country trip onaarcycle by a father and son through 2,000 yebWgestern
philosophy.
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