Great MillsHigh School Standard & College Merit Summer Reading Assignments
Summer 20099 grade

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students:

The purpose of the county-wide summer reading assegt is to broaden students’ literary backgrounds,
increase reading skills, and enrich vocabularied,faster the love of reading. Attached to thiteleare the
following: the summer assignment correspondintpéostudent’s 2009-10 grade level, a high-interegtade-
appropriate reading list, and a sample reading fayents and students should investigate andstigshe book
options together in order to make appropriate @wmidetailed descriptions of high-interest boold this

summer assignment can be found on the school veelbsip://schools.smcps.org/gmhs/summer-assignments

or at the county website (http://www.smcps.ordarents who are interested in knowing more atheau

content or theme of any of these books can alsbddditional information at http://www.amazon.com

http://www.ala.org

All students enrolled in a College Merit (CM) o@8tlard (S) English class for the 2009-10 schoal yesy
choose a Level 1, 2, or 3 assignment that bes ghetr interests and abilitieldonors (H) or Advanced
Placement (AP) summer assignmeantsseparate from this assignment and will be assigned a graekease
refer to GMHS’ website for additional informatiobaut the Honors and AP assignments at

http://schools.smcps.org/gmhs/summer-assignments

In August, students will engage in follow-up adiies (i.e. small group discussions and/or oral gmeions)
connected to the summer reading assignments, aadtives will be awarded for these activitiesydti have
any questions about the summer reading assignnieatd$tee to contact one of the school represemetst

listed below. Happy reading!!

Sincerely,

Tracey Heibel, Marian Steinbach Karin DuBois

Great Mills High School Principal Academic Dean English Department Chairperson
tlheibel@smcps.org mrsteinbach@smcps.org krdubois@smcps.org




Great MillsHigh School

Level 1: ReadONE books from the self-selected reading list for ygrade. Complete a * summer reading journal tetegta each book.
Level 22 ReadONE of the school-approved books aB8IE book from the self selection reading list for yguade. Complete a * summer reading journal teregtateach book.
Level 3: ReadONE of the school-approved books ai@/O books from the self selection reading list for ygtade. Complete a * summer reading journal tetagtar each book.
Summer Assignment School-approved Books
All S_& CM stqdents: Choose a Ieyel 1, 2, or 3 assignment & completeraing to the Standard & College Merit Nove Titles:
O | requirements listed at the top of this chart.
8 The Chocolate WaRobert Cormier
@ | Honors: Seeassignment @ (http://schools.smcps.org/gmhs/summer-assigrentamtthe The Lord of the FligsWilliam Golding
— following books: A Parrot in the OvenVictor Martinez
O Lord of the Fli .W'II' Goldi The Bean Tree8arbara Kingsolver
ora of the |es. ) fiam 0 ”_19 River, Cross my HearBreena Clark
A Tale of Two CitiesCharles Dickens Make LemonadeVirginia Euwer Wolff
All S& CM students Choose a level 1, 2, or 3 assignment & completeraing to the Standard & College Merit Novel Titles:
o | requirements listed at the top of this chart.
— Don Quixote Miguel Cervantes
Q© | Honors: Seeassignment @ (http:/schools.smcps.org/gmhs/summer-assigrntentthe The Joy Luck ClubAmy Tan _
_% following books: All Quiet on the Western FrarErich Maria Remarque
= | Siddhartha H X H Ordinary PeopleJudith Guest
(@) : . artha erma_m esse Shizuko’s DaughteiKyoto Mora
JU|IUS CaeS&,rWI"Iam Shakespeare Grass DancerSusan Powers
All S& CM students Choose a level 1, 2, or 3 assignment & completeraing to the Standard & College Merit Novd Titles:
requirements listed at the top of this chart.
The JungleUpton Sinclair
— | AP: Seeassignment @ (http://schools.smcps.org/gmhs/summer-assigrentenmithe following Cold Mountain Charles Frazier
Q books: All the Pretty HorsesCormack McCarthy
o) e . Fallen AngelsWalter Dean Myers
E Writing DO\{VH the_Bo_nesNatahe Goldberg The Great GatshyScott Fitzgerald
0 One Writer's BeginningsEudora Welty Moby Dick Herman Melville
On Writing Stephen King
The Writing Life Annie Dillard
All S_& CM stgdents Choose a Iev_el 1, 2, or 3 assignment & completeraing to the Standard & College Merit Novel Titles:
requirements listed at the top of this chart.
Alias Grace Margaret Atwood
N | AP: Seeassgnment @ (http://schools.smcps.org/gmhs/summer-assigrententthe following Chocolat Joanne Harris _
books: Girl with the Pearl Earring Tracey Chevalier
) RS o . . . Grende] John Gardner
© Pride and PrejudiceJane Austin (choose arfehese titles) Heart of DarknessJoseph Conrad
E The Picture of Dorian GrayOscar Wilde *(choose ore these titles) Pride and Preiudic Janpe Austen
©) Brave New WorldAldous Huxley *(choose onéthese titles) : Judice u
One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nekien Kesey *(choose orw these titles)
The Bluest Ey€eloni Morrison *(choose oofkethese titles)
Crime & PunishmentFyodor Dostoevsky *(required selection)

How to Read Lit. Like a Profess@momas C. Fosten(reguired selection)

* Summer Reading Journal Templatefor S& CM Students:

record the date, minutes read, artdain a parent signature for
each entry




*Summer Reading Journal Template*

Name:

Title: by

Directions. For each book you read, you must complete a minimum of:
5 (five) Reader’s Log” entries
3 (three)Reader’s Response” entries *(use template below)

Reader’s Log:

Date Pages read Parent Signature

Reader’s Response Entries:

Page (s) | Passage/excerpt from the book Significahttee passage/Your reaction to the passage




High-interest Books« Grade 9
Standard = College Merit English Students

*these ar e suggested titlesonly; students are encouraged to read any work of literature of their choice over the summer and completethe Level 1, 2, or 3 assignment.

Level 1: ReadONE books from the self-selected reading list for ygrade. Complete a * Summer Reading Journal Teefa each book.

Level 22 ReadONE of the school-approved books aB8lE book from the self selection reading list for yguade. Complete a * Summer Reading Journal
Template for each book.

Level 3: ReadONE of the school-approved books ah@/O books from the self selection reading list for ygrade. Complete a Summer Reading Journal
Template for each book.

Athletic Shortdy Chris Crutcher

Big Fishby Daniel Wallace

Breathing Underwateby Alex Flinn

Coraline Neil Gaiman

Dandelion Wineby Ray Bradbury

Driver's Ed by Caroline B. Cooney

Elsewhereny Gabrielle Zevin

Enrigue’s Journeypy Sonja Nazario

First They Killed My Father: a Daughter of Cambodt@memberby Loung Ung
Friday Night Lightsby H.G. Bissinger

Icy Sparkshy Gwyn Hyman Rubio

Inkheartby Cornelia Caroline Funke

Into Thin Airby Jon Krakauer

Make Lemonadby Virginia Euwer Wolff

Marley and Meby John Grogan

My Sister’s Keepelby Jodi Picoult

Night Hoopsby Carl Deuker

October SkyakaRocket Boysby Homer Hickam
Slam!By Walter Dean Myers

Soldier's Heartby Gary Paulson

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indiay Sherman Alexie
The Body of Christopher Credxy Carol Plum-Ucci
The Burn Journal®y Brent Runyon

The Great Escapky Paul Brickhill

The Rag and Bone Shbg Robert Cormier

The Roady Cormac McCarthy

The Secret Houby Scott Westerfeld

The Sledding Hilby Chris Crutcher

Troy by Adele Geras

Wolf Riderby Avi



High-interest Books for 9" Grade Standard & College Merit English Students

Athletic Shortdy Chris Crutcher
The stereotype of jocks as insensitive dullardhallenged in stories that grapple with the bigsgjoas of life
as well as with athletic prowess, told with gooduned aplomb and gritty honesty

ﬁ Big Fishby Daniel Wallace

In his prime, Edward Bloom was an extraordinary nmidrere wasn't anything he couldn't do -- and db. \We
could outrun anybody. He never missed a day ofaclkeeen in the worst blizzard. He saved lives.malis
loved him, people loved him, and women loved hira.whs an inspired salesman -- a visionary, in faoetl he
knew more jokes than any man alive. Or at leagistianat he's told his son, William. William dodseally
know his father because, actually, Edward wasmténhall that much. What William knows about his &the's
had to piece together from the little bits of sterhe's gathered over the years. Now, watchintatiisr die,
William grows increasingly desperate to know hinfobbe it's too late. And in a wonderful sleight afrid,
William recreates his elusive father's life in @& of legends and myths inspired by the few faet&nows.
Through these tales, William begins to understathdtd Bloom's great feats -- and his great failirtgs
manages, somehow, to reckon with the father hestdb lose. And he finds a way to say good-bye.

Breathing Underwateby Alex Flinn
A gripping tale of a 16-year-old, who is considepsatifect by his classmates, suffers a turbulentehivie with
an abusive father, and he himself follows the patté violence.

HEGE
i

Coraline Neil Gaiman
Looking for excitement, Coraline ventures throughysterious door into a world that is similar, yet
disturbingly different from her own, where she meisdéllenge a gruesome entity in order to save ghss
parents, and the souls of three others.

e n-n

ot Dandelion Winéby Ray Bradbury
Dandelion Windgakes us into the summer of 1928, and to all thedsous and magical events in the life of a
12-year-old Midwestern boy named Douglas Spaulding.
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m Driver’'s Ed by Caroline B. Cooney
Cooney writes of a night of thrill-seeking gone wgovhen a young mother dies as a result of a pogirtkree
teenagers.

AIE INELEL

E Elsewhereby Gabrielle Zevin

After fifteen-year-old Liz Hall is hit by a taxi drkilled, she finds herself in a place that is bdté and unlike
earth, where she must adjust to her new statufigum@ out how to “live.”

™ Enrique’s Journeyy Sonja Nazario
When Enrique is five years old, his mother, Lourdes poor to feed her children, leaves Hondurasdik in
the United States. After eleven years apart, heldste will go find her. Enrique sets off alonenfr
Tegucigalpa, with little more than a slip of papearing his mother’s North Carolina telephone numbe
Without money, he will make the dangerous and dlégek up the length of Mexico the only way he-€an
clinging to the sides and tops of freight trainsth/gritty determination and a deep longing to jéhls
mother’s side, Enrique travels through hostile,nown worlds. It is an epic journey, one thousarfds o
immigrant children make each year to find their Ingos in the United States.

¥

g First They Killed My Father: a Daughter of Cambod@memberby Loung Ung
Covering the years from 1975 to 1979, the storyesdvom the deaths of multiple family members ® th
forced separation of the survivors, leading ultishato the reuniting of much of the family, follodidy
marriages and immigrations. The brutality seemsdimg--beatings, starvation, attempted rape, mental
cruelty--and yet the narrator (a young girl) nestaps fighting for escape and survival. Sad andagrous, her
life and the lives of her young siblings providetgua powerful example of how war can so deeplgciff
children--especially a war in which they are trairte be an integral part of the armed forces.

FRIDAY

&% @@ Friday Night Lightsby H.G. Bissinger

Friday Night Lightsis about the Permian High School Panthers footbalh in the 1988 season. In Odessa,
TX, they only "have two things - football and ahd there ain't no more oil." Carried on the admas
shoulders of the black-clad Panthers are the hojpeams, aspirations, and societal well-being céraire
community. The book focuses on the intense scraimg/pressure placed on the players, coachesyand e
families associated with the program.



R Icy Sparksy Gwyn Hyman Rubio
Icy Sparks tell her own story of growing up durihg 1950s in a small Kentucky town where her
uncontrollable outbursts make her an object ohfragnd scorn. "The Saturday after my [10th] birthdhe eye
blinking and poppings began.... | could feel littigisible rubber bands fastened to my eyelidslgaufight
through my brain and attached to the back of mylliesays Icy, who thinks of herself as the "frogatifrom
Icy Creek." Orphaned and cared for by her lovirgngparents, Icy weathers the taunts of a mean kehober
and, later, a crush on a boy that ends in disappeint. But she also finds real friendship with ¢mermously
fat Miss Emily, who offers kindness and camaraderie

Inkheartby Cornelia Caroline Funke

Twelve-year-old Meggie learns that her father Mbpakbinder, can “read” fictional characters te hfhen an
evil ruler named Capricorn, freed from the novddheartyears earlier, tries to force Mo to release an amat
monster from the novel.

2t Into Thin Airby Jon Krakauer
Her0|sm and sacrifice triumph over foolishnesslfatror, and human frailty in this bone-chillingrrative in
which the author recounts his experiences on kat'yill-fated, deadly climb.

INEGE
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& Make Lemonadby Virginia Euwer Wolff
When LaVaughn takes a job babysitting for Jollyahnsed, 17-year-old single parent who lives wéhttwvo
children in squalor, her mother is not sure itpad idea. How the girl's steady support helpg/dolbootstrap
herself into better times and how Jolly, in turalgs her young friend to clarify her own values e subjects
of this complex, powerful narrative.



Marley and Meby John Grogan
When the Grogans brought home Marley, a wigglyoyelturball of a puppy, life would never be the same
Marley grew into a barreling, ninety-seven-pourréamroller of a Labrador retriever. He crashedugho
screen doors, gouged through drywall, and stole evdsrundergarments. Obedience school did no good --
Marley was expelled. But just as Marley joyfullyused any limits on his behavior, his love and loyaere
boundless, todMarley & Meis John Grogan's funny, unforgettable tributehis wwonderful, wildly neurotic
Lab and the meaning he brought to their lives.

b My Sister’'s Keepeby Jodi Picoult

Anna is not sick, but she might as well be. By tigeeen, she has undergone countless surgeresftisions,
and shots so that her older sister, Kate, can soméfght the leukemia that has plagued her sindielocbod.
The product of preimplantation genetic diagnosisn@was conceived as a bone marrow match for Kate -
life and a role that she has never challengedil. nmi. Like most teenagers, Anna is beginning wesfion
who she truly is. But unlike most teenagers, slsedhaays been defined in terms of her sister --smdnna
makes a decision that for most would be unthinkabecision that will tear her family apart anddngerhaps
fatal consequences for the sister she loves.

: Night Hoopsby Carl Deuker

Nick Abbott finds himself trying to deal with higpent's divorce and a host of other problems ta Hiim
during his sophomore year. He wants above alltelée a star player on his high school basketbalt As
the story progresses, Nick learns how to contmeltémpo of a game as a point guard, and he alsosiieg
reach a greater maturity in his life. Central te $tory is his relationship with his disturbed angry teammate
and neighbor, Trent Dawson.

LK |N5.||;I_I-_I

d October SkyakaRocket Boysby Homer Hickam

In 1957, fourteen-year-old Homer decides to buitddwn rockets. Homer’s mother wants him to become
something other than a coal miner, and along wigmaale science teacher, Homer is inspired to eriwt Big
Creek Missile Agency and to grow up to become a NA&8gineer.
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Slam!By Walter Dean Myers

Slxteen -year-old Greg "Slam" Harris can do it allthe basketball court. His grades aren't so hotygh. And
when his teachers jam his troubles in his facen3iws up. He never doubted himself on the contit he
found himself going one on one with his future.

: Soldier's Heartby Gary Paulson

Addressmg the most fundamental themes of life daath, the versatile Paulsen produces a seariivgaant
story. He bases his protagonist, Charley Goddar@dnoactual Civil War soldier, a 15-year-old fronmkesota
who lied about his age and ended up participatingast of the war's major battles.

LOGK INSIDE]

S The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indilay Sherman Alexie
Buddlng cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled stbadhe Spokane Indian Reservation to attend lantate
farm twon school where the only other Native Amanics the school mascot.

00K INSIDEL

EXRUT PEIR-ALEE]

The Body of Christopher Credy Carol Plum-Ucci

When class freak Chris Creed suddenly disappe@rfelfow students are not so much worried but alwith
speculation: Is he a runaway, a suicide, a crim@gm® Through a complicated but believable turewénts,
narrator Torey Adams, a popular 16-year-old, starfeel some concern and resolves to find thétidis
unlikely allies are two kids of dubious social s&tAli, who is Chris's neighbor, and Ali's boyfrig Bo, a
"boon" (shorthand for boondocks) with a juvenilea.

LK INSIDEI
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ﬁu.u .  The Burn Journal®y Brent Runyon
The true story of Brent Runyon, who at fourteenhsmiself on fire and sustained burns over eightémerof his
body and describes the months of physical and rheaftabilitation that followed as he attempted tdl pis
life together.



THE GREAT |
ESCAPE

The Great Escapby Paul Brickhill

They were American and British air force officansai German prison camp. With only their bare hamdsthe
crudest of homemade tools, they sank shafts, fgpgsdports, faked weapons, and tailored Germanromsf
and civilian clothes. They developed a fantastausty system to protect themselves from German
surveillance. It was a split-second operation disa@te and as deadly as a time bomb. It demanded th
concentrated devotion and vigilance of more tharmandred men—every one of them, every minute,\ever
hour, every day and night for more than a year.

: The Rag and Bone Shbyg Robert Cormier

A 7-year-old girl has been battered to death, &edetare no suspects, no leads. The police, undigcal
pressure to make an arrest, bring in Trent, a @ofhitious professional interrogator who pridesgethon his
ability to extract confessions. His victim is 12ayeold Jason--the last person to see the girl. Wenkthat
Jason is innocent, and halfway through the intetiog Trent realizes it, too, in "a blazing moméut like a
medieval torturer, his goal is confession, nothraind so he stifles his impulses for good and proceath the
job, with deeply ironic consequences.

LEOCK INSIDE]
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The Roady Cormac McCarthy

A father and his son walk alone through burned AcaeiNothing moves in the ravaged landscape savash
on the wind. It is cold enough to crack stones, &hdn the snow falls it is gray. The sky is darkeif
destination is the coast, although they don't kmdwat, if anything, awaits them there. They havénimgf; just
a pistol to defend themselves against the lawlasgi®that stalk the road, the clothes they areimggaa cart of
scavenged food-—and each othHEne Roads the profoundly moving story of a journey. Itdily imagines a
future in which no hope remains, but in which ththér and his son, "each the other's world entae”
sustained by love.
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The Secret Houby Scott Westerfeld

Upon moving to Bixby, Oklahoma, fifteen-year-olddea Day learns that she is one in a special gooup at
the stroke of midnight who can roam the town ateet hour while others sleep, and that she mgist fhe
evil creatures who share her power.

LK INSIBEL
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wwsmise]  The Sledding Hilby Chris Crutcher
Eddie Proffit, 14, is a prototypical Crutcher pigaist, a misunderstood teen who in quick succaedss lost
his father and best friend, Billy, in accidents.dAdme must deal with Mr. Tartar, who is both a feaemglish
teacher at school and the minister to a flock otéatant fundamentalists at the Red Brick Church.

0 INSIDE]

= t.l Troy by Adele Geras

Adele Geras retells the story of the siege of Tiidwe great battles of the bronze-clad warriorstaedlashes
between Achilles and Hector and Odysseus are seedistance from the walls of the city, where Thejan
townsfolk gather to sit each day and cheer th@adike spectators at some archaic football game.

LEMDK INSIDE!
e

T Wolf Riderby Avi

On an ordinary evening, just as he’s about to léarva party, 15-year-old Andy Zadinski receivgsh@ne call
from a stranger that changes his life. The calleke, confesses to the murder of a young woman eh&ime
Klemmer. Andy immediately calls the police, whougipit off as a gag or a crank call. But Andy pessia his
investigation.
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